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thrust out her tongue as an expression of her shame,
and is usually represented in this posture. At Kali
Ghat her golden tongue is almost all that is visible, as
the place is dark, and the image hidden by flowers that
the worshippers have presented.

The temple is a source of considerable profit to the
proprietors, as in addition to offerings to the goddess, a
fee of sixpence is taken for every kid that is sacrificed
there. On some days the victims are numbered by
thousands. The family who enjoy this in-come is
divided into a number of branches, each of which re-
ceives the offerings for a week or ten days ; in addition
to this the receipts at the festivals are shared amongst
them.

The temple or shrine is not large. In front of it is a
covered platform on which Brahmans sit to read the
Sastras, and spectators to witness the sacrifices. The
courtyard around the place of sacrifice is repulsive to
the eye, whilst the smell is sickening. Amongst the
excited crowd there is no sign of reverence as they offer
victims to the deity; each one struggles to the front to
get attended to. They bring the victim, pay the fee,
the priest puts a little vermilion on its head, and the
executioner fixes its head in a frame, and beheads it.
A little blood is placed in front of the idol, and the
pilgrim takes away the headless body for a feast.
Throughout the ceremony, there seems nothing ex-
pressive of sorrow for sin or desire for purity; nothing
to awaken or sustain devotion to God, or to induce to
effort after a pure and holy life. The whole pro-
ceedings seem unfitted, as far as one can see, to benefit
the worshippers in any way.

II